
 

Hoĺ Geldiniz! Welcome!  

 

A big warm welcome to the renewed edition of the Kaunos Tours Travel Pack.  This is truly 

packed to the brim with more information than one can easily digest in a brief glance.  So we 

suggest you print this whole thing off and have a good read of it in bed or in the garden! 

Remember to pack it with you when you come to Dalyan as it contains local maps, heaps of 

local information and those all important phone numbers.  

It is our hope that this travel pack will give you all the information you need to ensure that you 

can confidently choose Dalyan as your resort, be able to plan your stay with tips on what to do, 

what to not do and where to go and also have enough information at your fingertips to be a 

happy independent traveler.  

In this issue you will find information on Turkey and Dalyan, how to book the cheapest flights, 

what Tours are on offer, eating and dining information, shopping, health, car rental, kids stuff, 

what to bring such as mosquito repellent, weather, a language guide and much much more, so 

read on!  

 

Kaunos Tours, the Number 

One in Dalyan  

Kaunos Tours is a small friendly tour operator in Dalyan in South West Turkey. Specialising in 

outdoor activities, we have been supplying numerous international tour operators as well as 

thousands of independent travelers with exciting, adventurous and custom tours for over 15 

years. We have a wealth of experience and have the best local guides and equipment available. 

Our philosophy is customer service and quality product, with emphasis on getting to know each 

customer's individual needs and then surpassing their expectations. 

To come with Kaunos Tours means one thing ï we are going to ensure that you have a holiday 

of a lifetime and will bend over backwards to make this happen.  We have learnt that this is the 

only way we are going to survive in a tough travel market.  We want you to come back! 

Kaunos Tours is a fully insured 'A' group travel agent affiliated with the Turkish travel 

agent's governing body, TURSAB  This is equivalent to the UKs ABTA 

Quick Links 
 

1. Map of Dalyan 

2. Map of the Area 

3. Important Phone 

Numbers 

4. Send us an e- mail 

 

http://www.tursab.org.tr/content/english/home/
mailto:bookings@kaunostours.com


 

 Dalyan  

From inland mountains, several streams converge at the majestic Koycegiz Lake which was 

once an open bay to the sea. Today, silting has created a fertile plain through which the Dalyan 

River winds its way - past the haunting remains of an ancient city and through a labyrinth of tall 

reed beds to emerge at the stunning Iztuzu Beach. 

The convivial little town of Dalyan sits beside the river, the flow of its bright green waters 

setting the pace of life for this rural community. Village ladies still hang corncobs and peppers 

up to dry on strings that hang from cottage eaves in the flower-lined alleyways, and visitors 

share the streets with chickens, tractors, cows and bicycles (the locals favoured method of 

transport). In addition to tourism, the main occupations here are cotton growing and fish 

farming (Dalyan translates as fishing weir). In recent years, many fishing boats have been 

converted to carry passengers and these ówater taxisô offer the best way to reach Dalyanôs 

fascinating attractions.  

At Dalyanôs famous mud baths, you experience the dubious pleasure of being caked in warm 

mud in the hope of rejuvenation and the many therapeutic benefits they claim, but alas only a 

great deal of fun and the sulphurous odour can be guaranteed! Drift downstream to marvel at the 

magnificent 4th century BC tombs which loom like miniature temples hewn out of the cliffs 

high above the river, right opposite the town. 

Further down the river you can disembark at the fish hatcheries below the rocky acropolis of 

Kaunos to explore these dramatically situated ruins. Some of the most impressively fortified 

walls still standing in Western Turkey are found here along with the imposing Roman Baths and 

a Byzantine basilica. You can wander for hours among the scattered columns of unearthed 

temples or sit atop the near-complete Greek-style theatre, as they did in ancient times, to 

contemplate the beauty of the scene as the sun sets upon it. 

So much is to be discovered by boat: marsh frogs croak in the rushes, stripe-necked terrapins 

dart in and out of the water and the variety of birds is bewildering. The river meets the sea, 40 

minutes by boat from the town quay, at the five kilometer golden sandbar of Iztuzu Beach. 

Backed by lagoons and mountains, this is the nesting ground of the rare loggerhead turtle, the 

95-million-year-old species, Caretta Caretta. The beach is off limits after dark which is when 

the turtles lay their eggs and the young hatch, but during the day you can swim or stroll the 

entire length of this vast and unblemished stretch of sand. Those few in the know can head to 

the opposite end of the beach - where the views are as spectacular as the peace - easily reached 

by the regular dolmus service from Dalyan which takes about 20 minutes. 

For many visitors to Dalyan, the most lasting impression will be of their voyage onto the fresh 

clear waters of Koycegiz Lake. The lake is particularly entrancing in the soft light of early 

morning or at night when the magical spell is broken only by the splash of a leaping fish.  

In Dalyan town centre the atmosphere is friendly and relaxed with shops providing for the needs 

of visitors and locals alike. The turtle has become the townôs symbol and its image dominates 

the souvenir stalls, which compete with carpet, jewelery and spice shops, small grocers and a 

cobbler. There is a good choice of restaurants and Dalyanôs location assures that both sea and 

freshwater fish are on the menu. Turkish traditions still hold strong here and nowhere is this 

more evident than at Dalyanôs thriving Saturday market, a riot of colour, smell and sound.  



 

Flights  

Travelling to Turkey and to Dalyan by air is relatively simple.  Dalyan is served by Dalaman 

Airport, a 25 minute drive away.  To get to Dalyan from Europe, the cheapest and most simple 

thing to do is to book a charter ñflight onlyò ticket.  These are on the same planes that most 

large tour operators use, but you pay for only the flight rather than the whole package.   

Once you book the tickets you can also book a transfer from Dalaman to your hotel from  

http://www.kaunostours.com/transfers.php. A personal taxi will be waiting for you at the 

airport, meaning no hassle for you, door to door. 

If you are arriving in Istanbul, or other Turkish city you can get a cheap internal flight to 

Dalaman  

All tourists need a visa.  These can be purchased at your point of entry for 10 pounds cash for 

UK citizens and about 10 Euro for Europeans although each country is slightly different.  Do 

remember to bring cash for this as they do not accept cheques or visa cards. 

 

Using Buses  

Many travelers use the local bus services in Turkey, which are inexpensive and very luxurious 

in comparison to European buses.  On board waiters serve tea and will even do massage for a 

small tip! 

To get to Dalyan, all major bus routes along the South Coast go through Ortaca. Ortaca is only 

about 10-15 minutes drive from Dalyan and there is a bus every 30 minutes or so through the 

day from the bus station to Dalyan. 

 

The thing to remember with the bus service in Turkey is that the operators are extremely 

helpful.  All you have to do is approach anyone and ask. 

It is possible to use the bus to get from Istanbul to Dalyan but this is a 14 hour ride, so you will 

have to be prepared!  Other common bus routes to Dalyan are from Marmaris, about 2 hours, 

Bodrum, about 3, Antalya, about 4 and Ephesus or Pamukkale, both around 4. 

 

Quick Links 
 

Turkish Airlines 
Onur Air  
Atlas Jet 

Pegasus Airlines 
Thomas Cook 

Easy Jet 
 

Quick Links 
 

Kamil Koc 
Pamukkale 

 

 

http://www.kaunostours.com/transfers.php
http://www.thy.com/en-INT/index.aspx
http://www.onurair.com.tr/default_eng.aspx
http://www.atlasjet.com/AtlasjetWeb/atlasjet.kk?lang=EN
http://www.flypgs.com/en/
http://book.flythomascook.com/skylights/cgi-bin/skylights.cgi
http://www.easyjet.com/asp/en/book/index.asp?lang=en
http://www.kamilkoc.com.tr/
http://www.pamukkale.com.tr/


 

Iztuzu Beach and The Caretta 

Caretta Turtles  

Iztuzu is one of the most picturesque and most photographed beaches in Turkey.  Look in most 

brochures and there it is.  The reason is that it is one of the few places in the world where the 

Caretta Caretta turtles nest.  They nest during the summer and only come onto the beach at night 

In the 80s there was tremendous pressure put on the government after a hotel was planned on 

the beach, the environmentalists won a lengthy battle and now the whole area is a conservation 

zone.  No one is allowed on the beach at night and no permanent structures are allowed on the 

beach.  Hence four kilometres of unspoilt golden beach, shallow sea incline and crystal clear 

warm waters are there to greet you. 

Beach access is either via a relaxed 45 minute boat journey through the reed beds or a 20 minute 

dolmus ride along the coast. 

 

Mud Baths, Koycegiz Lake and 

Hot Springs  

ñBeauty Mud" which not only cleanses and tones the skin but is said to remedy rheumatism and 

has anti-ageing properties. After allowing the mud to dry, it can be removed in a natural clear 

water sulphur pool, at temperatures of around 40 Celsius. This leaves you refreshed and relaxed.  

The Sultaniye Thermal Baths are to the Southwest of Kºycegiz Lake. The volcanic water is 

second to none. The water at these baths was first used in Kaunon times, then by the 

Byzantines, who rebuilt the accommodations. The ruins of the buildings from the period are 

submerged beneath the waters of the lake. It is not unusual to see the Turkish elderly make 

pilgrimages to the baths due to the waterôs curative properties in case of neuralgia, rheumatism 

and rebuilt the accommodations.  

 

Ancient City of Kaunos  

The ancient city of Kaunos stands midway along the channel facing Dalyan, just 10 minutes 

walk from the village. Settlement here is believed to date from 300 BC by Kaunos, the son of 

Miletos and it later grew into a major port on the border between Lycia and Caria. Sprawling 

over a broad sloping site overlooking the sea and the delta, the principal monuments to be seen 

in Caunos are the Acropolis surrounded by city walls, a theatre, four temples, an agora, stoa, 

nymphain, baths, palestra, churches and a cistern.  

The imposing Lycian rock tombs with their facades curved into the form of temples were the 

last resting place of the kings of Caunos. The city had two harbours, one for military use and the 

other for merchants. Inscriptions discovered on the nymphain have been found to cite customs 

regulations and have thrown valuable light on the 



 

A Bit More Energy ! 

As soon as you are prepared for a bit more fun, from whitewater rafting to jeep safaris in the 

wild, stunning and rugged countryside, take the leap, for you will see and experience real 

adventure in Turkey.  All these tours are suitable for adults and children, apart from the 

Whitewater Rafting where children must be 14 years old. 

All  these tours can be booked on our web site. 

A jeep safari in Southern Turkey is truly hard to beat. 

In our one day jeep safari we make stops for swimming in the clear fresh 12km long lake, walk 

around an old ruined village with a mosque, a clear water spring which is the source of a local 

river, a four course lunch in a restaurant built out of wood on top of a river, a typical Turkish 

family's house for tea, a secluded beach, a mountain peak overlooking Dalyan, the delta and the 

surrounding seas, just to mention a few. In between your stops you crash through numerous 

fords and judder down some seemingly impossible tracks. 

Mountain Biking .  During our tour of the beautiful countryside we will make a few stops; the 

first stop is the famous G¿nl¿k forest, where you can swim in the cool, clear water. At 2 o'clock 

we start our return journey, stopping for tea and a rest in the afternoon. We arrive back in 

Dalyan around 5.00 p.m. 

The tour is approximately 45 kilometres in total, most of it along country lanes. 

Trekking.  Kaunos Tours has designed several routes in the direct area. One day routes as well 

as overnight. Depending on the season, your condition and what you want to see we organise a 

nice day out in the mountains. Either you end at the Turtle beach either at the hot springs. You 

can enjoy breathtaking views of Dalyan, the Koycegiz lake, Ok­ular Valley, Gokbel Valley or 

the Turtle beach and the delta. All tours have transfer and lunch included  

For boat trips, we have a large boat that we use to do many different special trips every day. 

From river and lake trips around Dalyan and to the mud baths and the open sea.  

Examples of trips include special snorkeling trips in caves and the open sea, and trips up to the 

small market town of Koycegiz. 

Kaunos Tours organises one day and overnight  sea kayaking trips at the beautiful coastline 

nearby. Our trips are designed for those with an adventurous spirit and offer an exciting 

alternative to crowded tourist excursions. We explore other quieter beaches away from the 

tourist crowds and swim and snorkel around deserted cliffs and coves that would otherwise be 

inaccessible. If we are lucky we may be able to observe turtles, as other wildlife. We provide 

single- & double sea kayaks that are both stable and easy to paddle, and comprehensive 

instruction in paddling technique. Just bring your sense of adventure. The tour starts and 

finishes in Dalyan. 

Stay cool at our thrilling day out Canyoning. With jeeps we drive up in the mountains to the 

start of the canyon. With all our gear we walk down to the start point from where fun, and 

action starts. Walk through beautiful not touched nature, swim in natural pools, slide down, 

jump and just have fun. At the bottom of the canyon is the highest jump in the area. Donôt get 

nervous, just jump and get that feeling ñDone Itò! 

Watersports is a Kaunos Special attraction. Jeep Safari, sea, sun and action in one day. With 

jeeps we take the back roads to the small bays in Gocek. You can water ski, wake board, ringo 

and have fun with the whole family on the banana. After all that action time for some energising 

food. A delicious lunch has been prepared for us. After lunch time to relax, do more water 

sports or just have a swim. 



 

White Water Rafting .  Just 45 minutes away from Dalyan is a village called Akkropr¿. This 

village is situated in the wilds of Turkey on the Dalaman River, being the best river for white 

water rafting in Southern Turkey. The river flows all year round, being at its most challenging 

in the spring time, and consists of rapid, then pool, rapid, then pool and so on; the rapids being 

of grades 3 and 4; the pools allowing plenty of time to relax, swim, and having a stop for eating 

a special lunch.  

The river is suitable and exciting for beginners to intermediate rafters and the whole dayôs 

emphasis is on having as much fun as possible. Be prepared to get very wet, have your stomach 

in your mouth, and enjoy the thrill of a day of teamwork in getting your raft down the river back 

to the village. The river current and the rapids may be strong and exciting, but they are 

surprisingly calming. When you end the day chatting about your exploits with your team 

members and drinking Turkish tea in the garden, you feel completely relaxed and often a bit 

jovial.  

Kaunos Action.  This tour is for action fans. The perfect alternative to all our other tours. We 

first drive with the Jeep up the mountains over dusty roads near to the lake Kºycegiz, passing 

many small villages, up into the mountains where we will have a nice meal for lunch. After that 

we will start with our Canyon Trekking tour walking in cold fresh water up to the springs then 

far up the mountain, inside a dry canyon. After 2 İ hours we will meet with our Jeeps to drive 

back to Dalyan.  

Paragliding.  A tandem paragliding flight over ¥l¿deniz is that very special treat that is never 

forgotten. Starting from a mountain 2000m high and travelling over two and a half kilometres, it 

takes 45 minutes from take off to landing. You will have the most awesome view, of the most 

beautiful beach in turkey. 

Explore the underwater world while doing Scuba Diving. A relaxing day out on the 

Mediterranean Sea. With our boat we sail through the delta to the Sea. On one of our beautiful 

spots we give an instruction and with your trainer you will be exploring the underwater world. If 

you rather stay above the water you can join in for a day snorkelling. Are you an experienced 

diver, then ask for the many special dive trips we organise.  

 

Turkish Bath,  never leave without one. The famous way of relaxing in  Turkey. The massage 

and keep relaxing in our special garden. If you want you can go for the full care. A full body oil 

massage and you are miles away from home and all the stress. Ready for the best holiday ever. 


